Issue 1
                         Harrison News                           
Thursday 15th September 2011
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Welcome to your first Harrison News.  You will receive this news sheet regularly throughout the year.  It is very important that you read it so that you can keep in touch with what is going on.

Settling in

By the end of this week nearly all the children will have started.  Collection time during September is 12noon, unless otherwise discussed with your child’s teacher.

Dinners commence Monday 3rd October and collection time during October is 12.30 -12.40pm.

The school extends to 1.15/1.30pm after Hallowe’en half term holiday.
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Please remember that if you are worried about your child at any stage during the morning to telephone school (38 322841) and a member of staff will be able to reassure you that everything is alright.  If no one answers the phone please leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as we get the message.
Carrot the guinea pig

At the moment Carrot is away visiting her friend Rupert.  We are hoping that we will have baby guinea pigs before Christmas!  We will keep you posted.

Unfortunately Parsnip, our other guinea pig died at the start of the summer.  We think that she was about 8 years old and that is quite old for a guinea pig.

ACCESS NI forms

Please return any completed ACCESS NI (police check) forms as soon as possible.  Volunteer helpers are essential to allow us to go on trips to the library, Peatlands Park etc. as well as coming into school to read stories, complete gardening, baking and much more.  So that this can happen we require any interested persons to complete an ACCESS NI form.  Please ask Mrs Hunter or Mrs Edwards if you require any more forms.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

We would really appreciate if you could pass this information on to anyone leaving in or collecting your child at Harrison –

· Please ensure your child is ALWAYS holding an adult’s hand when coming into or leaving school.  DO NOT allow your child to run around the front of school, particularly in the staff car park or in the barked area, on the low wall and on the grass.

· Please DO NOT park in the staff carpark.  When the kitchen staff start at the end of September there will be no spaces left in the car park.  

· If you are coming into the Junior High School entrance please be aware that there is a one way system and you need to drive right across the large car park to exit.

· Please DO NOT park up the kerbs on the ends of the lay-by in front of the school.  By parking up on the kerb it makes it nearly impossible for pedestrians to use the footpath. 

We really appreciate your support with these very important health and safety matters.

Many thanks …
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Many thanks to everyone who has brought tissues, liquid soap & school fund.  Your contributions are very much appreciated. 
Change of clothing

Please send a complete change of clothing with your child, this can be placed in a school bag and hung on your child’s peg in the entrance hall.  The bag can stay in school.

Please ensure the following are included –

· Pants

· Trousers

· Socks

· If possible footwear e.g. slipper socks, plimsolls etc.

The change does not need to be school uniform.
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Please send a warm coat with your child EVERY day.  As you will be aware the children do have the opportunity to go outside every day and it is our belief that there is no such thing as bad weather, it’s about being properly prepared!

Practise taking off and putting on shoes

Please encourage your child to take off and put on their own shoes when they are at home.  This is a very important skill for them to know in school as the children need to change their shoes for various activities in school.

Student placement
Jill Mailey will be starting her placement with us in Harrison this week.  She is completing her NVQ Level 2 in Children’s Care, Learning & Development.  She will be with us two days every week and we hope that she enjoys her time in Harrison.

Substitute teacher
Mrs Whyte will be in school this Friday.  She will be covering for Mrs Hunter who will be in London representing Early Education, for which she is the Northern Ireland representative.

Pilates – Small Moves Pilates
Mrs Sue Small holds pilates classes in Harrison every Wednesday night from 7-8pm.  They cost £9 per session.  Please contact Sue direct for more information -07817934727 
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www.smallmovespilates.com
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Walk in the Junior High School Grounds

At various times throughout the year we go for short walks in the Junior High School grounds.  This is to allow the children to appreciate the weather and to get used to walking with a partner in a line.  Not an easy task we can assure you!  Please return the consent form at the bottom of this news as soon as possible.
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Sometimes we also take small groups for a walk to the postbox (close to Dickson PS) or to the back shop for groceries.  This is also included on the consent form.

Autumn

It looks like autumn is here!  If you are out for a walk with your child feel free to collect leaves, chestnuts, acorns etc. to bring to school.  We also hope to laminate some leaves to display in the classroom and would very much appreciate some help getting them.  Leaves of all shapes, colours and sizes are very welcome, preferably dry!  We would also appreciate conkers, acorns etc. as we are going to encourage the children to plant them outside.
Suggestions/comments box

We have a new suggestions box up in the entrance hall – please feel free to use it.  We appreciate your suggestions and feedback about what we are doing in Harrison.
I give permission for __________________________________ to





Walk in the ground of Lurgan Junior High School at various times throughout the year


Walk to the postbox (close to the roundabout, beside Dickson PS)


Walk to the shop for groceries (we walk across the Junior High School playground and out the back gate)





Signed ___________________________		Date _________________________











