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Information Leaflet for Parents – Number 1 

[image: image2.png]



Things you should know about 
Our Artwork 

We like to - paint, cut, stick, draw, print, model 

We like to use - a variety of papers, paints, fabric, card, wool, string, junk, clay 

Our tools are - scissors, brushes, glue spreaders, pencils, crayons, chalk, charcoal, felt tips, staplers, tape 

The children are given the freedom they need to experiment with colour, shape and texture using the materials and tools available. They are encouraged to express their own ideas and use their imaginations when working. The staff are on hand to advise, support and encourage so that they can extend the children's creative thinking by sensitive intervention e.g. by suggesting a different tool, by helping to overcome a problem. Sometimes we organise an activity which has a particular method, e.g. string painting, printing, bubble painting which means that the adults are more involved in supporting the children initially, i.e. until they are familiar with the method. 

CREATIVITY/ARTWORK SHOULD BE A COMPLETELY FREE, PLEASURABLE ACTIVITY which allows the child to experiment, explore possibilities and to take pleasure in the doing rather than the end product. However, many children also derive pleasure from making something beautiful. Completed work need not be representational i.e. they don't need to show a picture of mummy or daddy or build a model of a car, although as children develop their skills of observation and manipulation we may begin to recognise what is in the picture. If your child shows you an abstract picture or model, discuss the colours, shapes, brightness, how he/she made it rather than asking the child what it is. Remember - THE DOING IS MORE VALUABLE THAN THE END PRODUCT. 

Observational painting - Sometimes we ask children to paint or draw an object such as flowers, fruit or a toy. Children are asked to look at the object carefully and we talk about what they can see. Only then do they begin their painting or drawing. This is not an easy exercise and is only possible once children have had lots of practice at free painting. This activity is very good for promoting CONCENTRATION, OBSERVATION SKILLS and HAND/EYE CO​ORDINATION. 
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Using scissors - using scissors provides opportunities for developing manipulative skills, muscle control, hand/eye co-ordination and logical thinking. If you child is not competent at using scissors, let him / her practice on old greetings cards - thin card is easier to cut than paper. (Please remember we always need a supply of old cards for cutting, although we do have a surplus of Christmas cards as we only use them in December. Any other cards are very welcome.) Children love using scissors. Don't stop them because you are afraid of the consequences! Set the ground rules for safety and protection of books, hair and clothes and make sure your child sticks to them! 

'Scribble is to writing as babble is to talking'
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Drawing - All children are allowed to draw as often and as much as they like. Use of our drawing tables is monitored and those who do not choose to draw will be given encouragement. Competence in using pencils, crayons and other drawing tools is an important pre-requisite for writing. A child who cannot make the pencil go where he/she wants in a controlled way will not be able to write. Lots of practice promotes development of the skill. It is important that children are allowed to practice with pencils and coloured pencils rather than felt tips too often. It is physically very easy to make marks on paper using felt tips. Children who use felt tips all the time are not developing the degree of muscle control and co-ordination necessary for writing. Of course, felt tips are fine occasionally. Throughout the year we use lead pencils, a variety of coloured pencils and crayons, felt tips, chalk and charcoal. We draw on paper, blackboards and whiteboards. 

Do you take your child's artwork home? Some young children enjoy making something and then forget all about it later. For them the pleasure of working at the activity is what matters - the end product is less important. Your child’s work is put into their information wallet.  Check your child’s information wallet daily and please remember that the wallets remain in school. 
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We often hear parents saying to children ‘Have you not done anything today?’ because there is no end product in their wallet or tray.  We have lots of worthwhile activities that do not result in something to take home and a child can easily fill his/her day with these activities. Do not assume that your child has not been busy because he/she has nothing to show for his/her time.
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Protection of clothes - We do our best to make sure that children wear aprons and have their sleeves rolled up for art. However, we do know that children often go home with paint or glue on their clothes. Sometimes this happens because a child walks into another one who is carrying a painting or model! All our paints and glues in regular use are washable, so the uniforms should be OK when washed.
Does your child enjoy artwork? Some children simply do not enjoy artwork and will rarely produce anything other than when we ask them to do so. We aim to present attractive, interesting activities and materials that we hope will encourage all children to take part out of choice. Sometimes we organise a particular activity for those children who are not normally keen - sometimes they like working in a group rather than alone. We aim to provide a wide enough range of materials and activities so that all children will be stimulated into using and developing their creative skills. 

