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Information Leaflet for Parents – Number 2
Things you should know about

Whole Class Activities

Each class spends time as a whole group with their teacher during the welcome session, at the end of the morning and after dinner. This 'together time' is normally very short at the beginning of the year - only 10/15 minutes - but is gradually extended as the children settle down, mature and develop their ability to concentrate. During these whole class sessions a range of activities takes place - stories, poems and rhymes, singing, music, movement, discussion, demonstration. It is also a time when a visitor may come in to school to talk to the children.
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By participating in these activities children are given opportunities to -

Develop self confidence through
· Speaking out in front of others

· Being able to join in with others

· Being able to express themselves with instruments and through movement

Develop vocabulary through

· Being introduced to new ideas and vocabulary in stories and discussion
· Being introduced to new ideas and vocabulary in songs and rhymes e.g. about nature, people in the community, number etc.
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Extend general knowledge through

· Listening to and taking part in discussion

· Listening to stories and factual books

· Listening to what other children have to say

Develop ability to take turns through

· Learning when it is their turn to talk

· Learning to wait and to listen to others

· Knowing that it is not always their turn for a tambourine!
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Develop ability to express themselves through

· Moving to music

· Playing simple percussion instruments 
· Joining in discussion and answering questions

Develop listening skills through

· Being able to sit and listen to a story

· Listening to songs and poems and saying them
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Taking part in listening games e.g. identifying common sounds from a tape, using percussion for sound effects in songs

· Listening to others and joining in discussion
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Develop physically through

· Moving to music and song

· Moving as part of drama activities

· Taking part in activities promoting co-ordination e.g. playing claves, tambourine etc.
Develop a sense of rhythm through
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Moving to music and song

· Clapping to music and song

· Playing simple percussion instruments

Develop concentration through

· Listening to stories, discussion, instructions etc.

· Being required to tap an instrument or clap at a particular point in a song

Did you know that...
· Frequent reciting of rhymes and poem heightens children's awareness of rhyming words and develops memory skills

· Listening to stories regularly helps children to develop an interest in books and promotes early reading skills

· Moving to music and taking part in drama activities allows children to use their energy creatively

· Enjoying being part of the whole group can boost a child's confidence and sense of security, particularly if he / she is inclined to be a 'loner'
Last but not least...
Through taking part in our listening to stories, music, poetry, movement etc. children can relax and have fun. The more enjoyable we can make these activities for the children the more likely it is that they will develop a love of stories, music and rhythm that will stay with them through primary school and on into later life.
